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Europe, and with the ascendancy of Bismarck a
great and aggressive German army became a por-
tent of evil to the world. Britain, which had been
powerless to save Denmark in 1864, had to look to
her defences, but a reorganization of her army was
impossible unless it could be more closely concen-
trated. Under the old system the regular troops
had been frequently engaged in colonial wars with
native opponents. The mother country, wTho paid
for the forces, kept control; and the colonists had
often complained that their local difficulties were
increased by the decisions of the distant Colonial
Office. Under responsible government this ceased.
Self-defence, at least against local enemies, was a
function of a self-governing community. By about
1870 the regular garrisons had been withdrawn
from the free colonies, which thenceforward took
up the duty for themselves. The recall of most of
the troops from the Cape Colony coincided with
the introduction there of responsible government
in 1872. It was followed by CardwelTs reform of
the Army, directed chiefly to the maintenance of a
strong force at home and of another in India.
Fears of Disruption
To many people who looked backward rather
than forward, responsible government seemed to
entail the disruption of the Empire. They argued
that colonies which could do as they liked were in
effect independent. Some regretted it, while seeing
little hope of averting separation. Others, thinking
mainly of trade, were inclined to welcome it. Why
waste money, they said, on the services of a colonial